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Selection Responsibility
The selection of materials for the library is the duty of the director and his/her designees, with
the aim of meeting the cultural, educational, recreational, and fact-finding needs of the
community.
Principles of Selection
To assure that library materials are provided to meet the needs and interests of all of the
people in the community, the following statement of principles concerning material selection is
made:
1.

2.

3.

4.

Library materials should be selected for inclusion in library collections for the information,
enlightenment and interest of the people of the community as a whole. Library materials
should never be added or omitted because of the desires of any single individual or group,
to the exclusion of the interests of the rest.
There should be the fullest practicable provision of library materials to present all points of
view about the problems and issues whether of the past, the present, or the future. The
presence of an item, whether magazine, book or other library material, in a library does not
indicate an endorsement of its contents by the library.
Library materials which are authoritative should not be proscribed or removed from library
shelves because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval. In no case should any item be
excluded because of the race or nationality, or the political or religious views of the writer.
Libraries must resist any and all attempts to abridge the full access to ideas, the full
freedom of information and the full freedom of expression that are the tradition and
heritage of citizens of the United States.
Public libraries in particular, while adhering unequivocally to the right of the people to full
freedom of information, have a responsibility to make certain that the materials in their
custody are not misused to the injury of either the people or the nation. The best
procedure against misuse of library materials is not to suppress the materials, but to
counter the misuse of them by an honest and complete presentation of all sides of the
question and issue.

Material Complaints
The choice of library materials by users is an individual matter. Responsibility for the reading or
viewing of materials by children and adolescents rests with their parents or legal guardians.
While a person may reject materials for himself/herself and for his/her children, he/she cannot
exercise censorship to restrict access to the materials of others. Nevertheless, the library
allows residents of its service area to file a Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials for
presentation to the Board of Trustees.
Gifts and Memorials
Gifts or memorial donations in the form of money or useable items are welcome. Library
materials (books, magazine subscriptions, etc.) which are given must meet the same selection
requirements imposed upon items purchased with library funds. Items which cannot be used
may be sold, passed on to another library which can use the material, or destroyed.
Collection Maintenance
The director through his/her designees is responsible for implementing an ongoing program of
withdrawing from the collection items no longer in demand, outdated or worn, as well as a
method of value-based inventory for insurance purposes.

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF LIBRARY MATERIALS
(Requests will be forwarded to the Library Board of Trustees for review, with discussion and action being scheduled for a public meeting.)

Title _________________________________________________________________________________
(circle one) Book Periodical Movie Audio Recording Software Artwork Other
__________________
Author __________________________________ Publisher ____________________________________
Request initiated by ______________________________________ Telephone No. _________________
Address ______________________________________ City ____________________State __ Zip _____
Do you represent:
 Yourself
 An organization __________________________________
 Other group _____________________________________
To what in the work do you object? Be specific. Cite pages, running time, etc. ____________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Did you read/view/listen to the entire work? ________ If not, what parts? ________________________
What do you feel might be the result of reading/viewing/listening to this work? ____________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
For what age group would you recommend this work? ________________________________________
What do you believe is the theme of this work? ______________________________________________
Are you aware of judgments of this work by professional critics? ________________________________
What would you like this library to do about this work?
_____ Do not lend it to my child.
_____ Return it to the staff for re-evaluation.
_____ Other. Explain. _____________________________________________________________
In its place, what work would you recommend that would convey as valuable a picture and perspective
of the subject treated?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
______________
Date

__________________________________________
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